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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 


Since the last issue of our Bulletin, death has come to Dwight David Eisenhower. 
His place in our country and the world is such that we need not say, General Eisenhower, 
or President Eisenhower, but simply, Dwight David Eisenhower. JI could not help but 
think as I Looked at and listened to the fine programs on both television and radio in 
his memory that these presentations, if heeded, could be an important element of up- 
Lift in this country at a time when this is greatly needed. 

The great mass of material that the media of communication had ready for use in 
these memorials gave an excellent portrayal of the qualities of this great American. 
He was sincere, conscientious, honest, patriotic. He had the qualities that make a 
leader, he was interested in people, he could get people to work as a team, and in 
spite of the honors placed upon him, he was. humble. In this one man we find the 
traits of character that are the same as those that made America great and strong. 

Those were solemn and moving days following the death of Dwight Eisenhower. What 
we saw and heard and read should lead us to take stock of our personal character and 
works, should give us stamina to gladly shoulder our comparatively small responsibil- 
ities, and should make us ready to dedicate to our country what abilities we have, 
great or small. 

To start a great age in Greece, Pericles appeared, when Great Britain was threat- 
ened, Winston Churchill appeared, and when this country needed a great man in the 
latter part of the nineteenth century, Dwight Eisenhower appeared. May we show our 
gratitude by our own dedication to duty. Carlton Small 


HERITAGE TOURS 


The Heritage tours, arranged for teachers by the Heritage Committee of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Southeastern Connecticut, were conducted on March 15th and 2énd of this 
year. The teachers, totalling 56 in number, were taken by bus to various historical 
buildings and sites in this area. Lunch was provided by the Mystic Seaport, and coffee 
was served at the Shaw Mansion. Packets containing information about the places visit- 
ed were given the teachers, and they were met by guides upon arrival at these places. 

It is hoped that the tours were successful in acquainting the teachers with use- 
ful facts for their classroom work, and in arousing interest for more pupil visits to 
these historical Locations. (Cont'd) 


The Heritage Committee has representatives from historical societies in this area. 
Mr. Small is in his second year as chairman. 


ITEMS FROM A BULKELEY SCHOOL CATALOGUE 


The old Bulkeley School, which was closed in 1951, had such an important place in 
New London's history, and had such close relationship with so many local families, it 
was thought that the following excerpts would be of interest. These items are from a 
booklet published in 1909 under the title, "Catalogue of Bulkeley School, New London, 
Conn. -Thirty-seventh year- 1909-1910". The Trustees at this time were: George F. 
Tinker, President; William Belcher, Treasurer; Charles B. Graves, Secretary; William 
H. Reeves; William J. Brennan; Sidney N. Miner; John G, Stanton, (ex-officio). 

Walter A. Towne was the Principal. 

The catalogue spoke about the founding of the school as follows: "Mr. Leonard 
H. Bulkeley, who died in 1849, left by will a fund of about $25,000, for the founding 
of a free school for the boys of New London, to be known as ‘Bulkeley School’, with 
the provision that the fund should be kept invested until a much larger amount should 
be available. The original endowment has been increased by several generous gifts and 
legacies, viz: From the estate of Mr. Asa Otis, $10,000; from the estate of Mr. Henry 
P. Haven, $5,000; and from the Hon. Geo. F. Tinker, upwards of $11,000, for the con- 
struction and furnishing of an extensive addition to the building. Besides these large 
gifts, several good friends of the school have, from time to time, given liberally for 
specific purposes: Finishing and equipping rooms previously unoccupied, installing 
excellent chemical and physical laboratories, laying a substantial sidewalk about the 
school property, providing an excellent telescope, etc. 

The lot on which the school building is erected was a gift to the corporation 
from the City of New London. 

The original Trustees named in the will of Mr. biticiey, five citizens of New 
London who secured the charter for the school in 1850, under the corporate style, 
‘Trustees of Bulkeley School,’ were: Messrs. Nathan Belcher, Wm. C. Crump, John P.C. 
Mather, Henry P. Haven and N. Shaw Perkins." 

This financial statement is found in the Catalogue: "The receipts and expenditures 
for the last school year have been as follows: 


RECEIPTS. 


From Invested Funds - -----+-+--+-e- $4, 398.80 
From Out of Town Pupils-Tuition - - - - = - 520.00 
From City of New London-Appropriations - - 3,500.00 

Total Receipts ----- - $8, 418.80 


EXPENDITURES. 
For Instruction - ------+-+-+---- $7,690.00 
For all other Current Expenses - - - - - - 1,013.26 


$5,703.26 
EXTRA EXPENSES. 


For Outlay in Connection with Commercial 


Course, Apparatus, ete. --------- 600.00 

For Extraordinary Repairs and Improve- 
ments of Property ~ = - ---- - - - 1,000.00 
Total Outlay mee ee eee $10, 303.26" 
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A further statement said, "Mention should be made of a memorial that has been 
placed on the facade of the school by the effort and generosity of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. The bronze tablet is a memorial to Captain Charles Bulkeley, 
who served in the Revolution and the War of 1812, and to Leonard Hallam Bulkeley, 
founder of the school, father and son, and it is most fitting that this record of the 
patriotism of one and the civic generosity of the other should be placed on the endur- 
ing granite walls of Bulkeley School." 

(Note: If, as seems likely, much of the building is demolished, our Society 

should make a special effort to obtain this tablet.) 


MR. MORSE ADDRESSES THE CONNECTICUT GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 


The meeting of the Connecticut Genealogical Society at the Shaw Mansion on April 
19th was addressed by Mr. Harry Morse. In addition to information for our visitors 
concerning the Winthrops, the Shaws, Nathan Hale, Benedict Arnold, and the large per- 
centage of Connecticut troops in Revolutionary battles, Mr. Morse talked about Lebanon 
and the work of Governor Jonathan Trumbull. Connecticut's outstanding aid during the 
Revolution is shown in the following excerpts from his speech: 

"The War Office, built in 1710, was originally Joseph Trumbull's etn, and upon 
his older son's death and his own illness was the general store of his son Jonathan. 
It became the famous first War Office in the United States. 

Used as a general store and office, it became, as difficulties with the mother | 
country increased, a headquarters for negotiations with Great Britain to avoid a break, 
and eventually the spearhead point of the colonies, both in thinking and in action. 

Following the Lexington 'Shot heard round the world', immortalized by Longfellow, 
the General Assembly at Hartford, at the request and nominations of Governor Trumbull, 
appointed in May, 1775, the War Council or Council of Safety, to assist the Governor 
when the Assembly was not in session. The Governor, with the 14 members (5 was a 
quorum) of his Council, held 1,145 meetings - probably most of them in the War Office 
~ and too the greater part of them to consider pleas from General Washington for men, 
money, food, and clothes. So that from Revolutionary war days, Connecticut has been 
known as 'the Provision State.'" 

Mr. Morse read the following letters that have to do with Lebanon, one from 
General Washington, and one from President Eisenhower: 

"Plea From General Washington Addressed to Governor Trumbull 

Received at Lebanon - February 7, 1778 


His Excellency 
Governor Jonathan Trumbull 
Lebanon, Connecticut 


Dear Brother Jonathan: 


While it is most distressing, yet I am assured by Colonel Blaine, Deputy Purchas- 
ing Commissary from the Middle District, comprehending the states of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Maryland, that they are nearly exhausted, and the most vigorous and 
active exertions on his part will not procure more than sufficient to supply the army 
during this month, if so long. This being the case, and as any relief that can be 
obtained from the more southern states will be but partial, trifling, and of a day, we 
must turn our eyes to the eastward, and Lay our account of support from thence. With- 
out it we cannot but disband. I must therefore, Sir, entreat you in the most earnest 
terms, and by that zeal which has eminently d4etinguished your character in the pres- 
ent arduous struggle, to give every countenance to the person or persons employed in 
the purchasing Line in your state, and to urge them to the most vigorous efforts to 
forward supplies of cattle from time to time, and thereby prevent such a melancholy 
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and alarming catastrophe. 


Yours respectfully, 


G. W. Washington 
Commander in Chief" 


Letter from Dwight D. Eisenhower, President 


"The white House, Washington 
February 21, 1957 


Dear Mr. Morse: 


Thank you so much for coming to the White House yesterday to present to me, on 
behalf of the Lebanon ee cear: a painting entitled, ‘The First United States war 
Office, at Lebanon, Connecticut’ I am delighted to have this fine interpretation by 
Dorothea S. Browne of one of our eeomtey" Ss Revolutionary War Shrines, together with 
the framed history of the ‘Famous War Office’ building. 

It is to me a matter of great pride that landmarks of our country's fight for 
independence are today being preserved by civic-minded people like the members of the 
Lebanon Foundation. JI know that visits by Americans to points of interest such as 
the ‘War Office’ do much to instill in our citizens, especially our younger citizens, 
a realization of the sacrifices of our forebearers. 

Of course the painting holds a particular interest to me because it serves also 
as a splendid memento of the inaugural parade of 1957. 


To you, and to the members of the Lebanon Foundation, my warm and grateful appre- 
ciation. 


Sincerely, 


Dwight D. Eisenhower" 
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IDEA COMMITTEES 


The City has formed C.D.A.P. Idea Committees to help in the city planning pro- 
gram. The committee on education, recreation, and culture, which also covers the 
Yield of historic preservation, met on Monday, May 5th at 8:00 P.M. at Clark Center, 

Mitchell College. More of our members are urged to contact Chairman Charles Frink 
and find out when the next meeting will be held. We can work for action on historic 
districts in New London, for preservation of the Library building, and for other 
important matters in this field. The City is asking for your ideas. 


HOUSE AND GARDEN TOUR 


The Old Woodbury Historical Society and the Pomperaug Valley Garden Club are co- 
sponsors of a House and Garden Tour, June 7th, from one to six P.M., in Woodbury, 
Conn. Admission will be $2.50, advance sale, and $3.00 on the day of the tour. 

Write Mrs. Lucian Warner, Joshua Hill Rd., Woodbury 06798. 


(Please see Page 5) 


cohen 


LECTURES 


The Stonington Historical Society and the Ledyard Historical Society are having 
joint lectures for members and guests: 


9 May - “American Furniture - Important City Cabinet Makers 
and Their Country Cousins." 


13 June - "Makers' Marks on American and English Silver - 
Anecdotes on Antique Trade from Eye of Dealer.” 


Place: Aloha Meeting House - Mystic Seaport - Mystic 
Time: 8:00 P.M. 


ACCESSIONS 


Pottery chamber jug - Gift of Mrs. C. L. Lattin 

Connecticut Gazette, Aug. 3, 1776 - June 13, 1777 ~- Gift of Mr. & Mrs. Everett D. 
Whiting, West Tisbury, Mass. 

Bulkeley School Memorabilia - Gift of Sol Bernstein 

Architectural Drawings of County Court House and Old Town Mill, done in 1934, 
Gift of Sol Bernstein 

Xerox copies of Bible records of descendants of Cyrus Miner, Stonington, b. 1777 - 
Gift of G. L. Atwill 

3 pairs of old steel spectacles ) 

School Reward 

New Year's Card of 19th Century ) Gift of Mrs. Charles Allen 

New England Primer 

Sunday School Book with hymns, 

questions and answers 

Child's rocking horse-chair, mentioned in last Bulletin, gift of Mrs. J. W. Horton, 
now in Mansion, beautifully restored by Oscar A. Seaholm 

The Whiton Family in America, by A. S. Whiton, 1932 - bought by Society 

Submarine Fighter of the American Revolution by Frederick Wagner, 1963, bought 
by Society 


Please notify the office, if there is a change of address. 


Custodian in Residence: Mrs. A. P. Hamel 
Corresponding Secretary and Curator: Mrs. Adam Knox 
The Society's Telephone No: 443-1209 


From: The New London County Historical 


Society, Shaw Mansion 
1l Blinman Street 


New London, Connecticut 06320 


Return Postage Guaranteed 
Miss Hazel A. Jvopmnson 
ee erry ae Oma te 
{iv be Li tole wue 
Nay Qn 96220 
Ne@EW LONaO, VYWUiltle JOCYU 


